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PURPOSE AND VISION

This section sets out the purpose of this planning scheme, and the vision and strategic direction
for Victoria and the municipality.

Acknowledgement of Country 

The Victorian Government acknowledges Traditional Owners in Victoria as the custodians of
Country. We acknowledge their extraordinary strength and resilience in the face of historical and
ongoing social, economic and legal injustices, maintaining their connection to Country. 

We pay our respects to Elders past and present, whose knowledge and wisdom have ensured the
continuation of spiritual and cultural practices. We also acknowledge the diversity of First
Peoples’ communities in Victoria. 

We acknowledge that the long-lasting, far-reaching and intergenerational consequences of
colonisation and dispossession continue to exist today and continue to cause harm. Colonisation
has left entrenched systemic and structural racism and suffering, including through the laws and
policies of the Colony of Victoria, which specifically excluded First Peoples and their laws,
lores, customs, languages and cultures. The Victorian Government has a responsibility to
transform its systems and service delivery so First Peoples have decision-making power over
matters that directly affect them. 

To address this exclusion, the Victorian Government commits to ongoing engagement with
Traditional Owners and First Peoples to restore and strengthen their rights in this planning
scheme.
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